
WHY A HOLY YEAR? 



άBecause in this time of great historical 
change, the Church is called to offer more 
evident signs of DƻŘΩǎ presence and 
closeness... The word Mercy reveals the 
very mystery of the Holy TrinityΧ JESUS 
CHRIST is the face of the CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ mercy. 
Mercy has become living and visible in 
Jesus.έ 



άMercy is concretely displayed in the ministry 
of Christ. Jesus Christ is the face of the 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ mercy. These words might well sum 
up the mystery of the Christian faith. We need 
constantly to contemplate this mystery of 
mercy. Our salvation depends on it . Mercy: 
the ultimate and supreme act by which God 
comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental 
law that dwells in the heart of every person 
who looks sincerely into the eyes of his 
brothers and sisters on the path of lifeέ 
(Miseri Vultus).  



άMercy is the beating heart of the Gospel.έ 
άIƻǿ much I desire that the Year will be 
steeped in mercy, so that we can go out to 
every man and woman, bringing the 
goodness and tenderness of God. May the 
balm of mercy reach everyone, both 
believers and those far away, as a sign that 
the kingdom of God is already present in 
our midst. Nothing in the ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
preaching or witness can be lacking in 
mercy.έ 



άLƴ contemplating /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ face, we 
confront the most paradoxical aspect 
of his mystery, as it emerges in his last 
hour on the Cross. More than an 
experience of physical pain, his 
passion was an agonizing suffering of 
the soulΧ  
  
The Church pauses in contemplation 
of this bleeding Face, which conceals 
the life of God. But her contemplation 
of /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Face cannot stop at the 
image of the Crucified One. It is the 
Risen Christ to whom the Church now 
looks! Gazing on the Face of Christ, 
the Bride contemplates her treasure 
and her joy, and sets out once more 
on her journey to proclaim Christ to 
the worldΗέ 

St John Paul II 








